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PR I1's the oMagl
for Volunteer Recruitment

- Credible
- Low Cost (but not free)

- Effective




PR Is Credible

People believe what they read, watch or hear in the
media

PR feels | i ke a othird part




PR Is Low Cost

No opay to playo

But éconsider value of hirin
Project
- Ongoing




PR Is Effective

Our 2013 successes (so far)
- 10 TV placements
Print placements
Radio placements
Outside speaking opportunities
- 3,624 Facebook Friends

RIS

In 2013, PR and cial media have been responsible
for more than 50% of new volunteer inquiries




What kinds of PR are
we talking about?

- TV
- Print
- Radio

- Speaking Opportunities

- Social Media
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News

About organizations and
events that benefit CASA

About everything else
In-studio interviews
Features

PSASs

TV




Print

Main daily/weekly newspaper
Suburban papers
Specialty newspapers/magazines

Alumni, fraternal organizations, corporate internal
communications

Stories about members, employees who
volunteer/receive awards

Newsletters
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KC volunteers give vulnerable kids a voice in court

By LAURA BAUER

The Kansas City Star

rittany Stillwell grew up thinking Mrs.
Stern was her godmother.

Ann Stern — along with her late husband,
Dan — was like family, always there for big
events like birthdays and Christmas. Always
encouraging the young girl when few others
did.

Yet Brittany never really knew how the
Sterns had come into her life. Not until she
was a teenager, filling out college applications.
It was then a relative told her, “You know, you
were once a ward of the state”

Mrs. Stern? She was Brittany’s voice in court,
from newborn to toddler. Years later, long after
the court proceedings were over, the girl’s fam-
ily remains close to the volunteer.

Every year, hundreds of area children forge
bonds with their own Mrs. Sterns. A Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocate, or CASA, volunteers
to look after a child’s needs in court and fight
for them. Make sure the children, who are in
foster care or under state supervision, are cared
for at school and at home.

The goal is always the same: help find a
permanent, loving home where the child will
be safe.

“These children have been beaten, burned,
trapped, raped,” said Martha Gershun, execu-
tive director of Jackson County CASA. “In
some cases, they've been neglected, no food in
the home.”

In Sister Berta Sailer’s mind, everyone
should know what a CASA volunteer does and
what the agency means for the most vulnerable
children.

Sailer, co-founder of the Operation Break-
through early childhood center, threw down a
challenge to Kansas City families in the wake
of the Sandy Hook school shootings: Do some-
thing for children here. This year, The Star is
writing about the ways agencies and volunteers
are taking her challenge.

Throughout April, National Child Abuse
Prevention Month, area child advocates will
shine a special light on nonprofits like CASA
and their hundreds of volunteers in three coun-
ties.

The need for volunteers and other resources
is becoming even more crucial, the advocates
say. Although fewer child abuse and neglect

cases are being reported nationally, the num-

Tammy Ljungblad Ann Stern, (left) a former

CASA volunteer, is like family to Whitney

Dantzler, who was removed from her home

at age 3 and assigned to Stern’s husband, an-
| d

other CASA
close ever since then.

They have r

bers locally are going up. In 2012, the number
of abused and neglected children under court
jurisdiction in Jackson, Wyandotte and John-
son counties grew by 14 percent over the year
before.

“These kids don’t ask to be born into families
with issues,” said Ann Stern, of Leawood, who
not only stayed close with Stillwell, 29, but also
Whitney Dantzler, 26, who as a young girl,
removed from her home, was assigned to Dan
Stern. “I always thought if they had one adult
in their lives that was caring and consistent, we
can make a difference”

As Stern accepts an award later this month,
honoring her many years as a CASA volunteer,
she hopes people understand why it’s important
to reach out. Maybe they don’t have the time or
ability to be a volunteer advocate, but there are
many other opportunities to help the organiza-
tion and children.

“It takes a lot of people,” Stern said. “These
are our community’s children, and we need to
get behind them and give them every oppor-
tunity”

Sister Berta's challenge

The idea from Sister Berta Sailer, co-
founder of Operation Breakthrough:
Honor the memory of the children who
died in the Newtown, Conn., school
shootings by doing something to help
children here. Throughout this year, The
Star will write about organizations work-
ing to give children a better future.

How to help CASA

¢ Become a CASA volunteer advocate
(details below)

Organize a Lunch 'n Learn or Denim
Day for CASA in your workplace

Get certified to be a foster parent
Consider being certified to adopt an
at-risk child

Donate in-kind items such as diapers,
wipes, shampoo and conditioner,
baby wash, baby shampoo, soap,
deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste
(Jackson County CASA)

-Donate in-kind items for “birthday
bags” for children in foster care —
cake mix, frosting, paper plates, gift
cards (CASA of Johnson & Wyandotte
Counties)

Volunteer to help with child-centered
activities such as back-to-school sup-
ply drives and holiday activities (CASA
of Johnson & Wyandotte Counties)

What CASA looks for in a volunteer
advocate:

® 21 or older

¢ No specific educational or skill re-
quirements

Must be able to commit for one to
two years — hopefully, the duration of
the case

Must have a heart for helping at-risk
children

16 to 30 hours of in-person training
and background check

Ability to remain objective while ad-
vocating for children’s best interests

To learn more about becoming a CASA
volunteer, or how to help, visit www.ca-
sakc.org or call 816-984-8204 in Jackson
County, or 913-715-4042 for Johnson
and Wyandotte counties.







